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Spicy K Slangs with Mario

NICE TO MEET YOU

I’'M YOUR
TUTOR MARIO

Hello, everyone. This is Korean Mario.

A few years ago, | went to a jjimjilbang (Korean sauna) with an American
student. The student had been learning Korean for about four years and
was proficient in both listening to and speaking Korean to the extent that
there was no problem communicating with Koreans. While we were taking
a break at the jjimjilbang, two college girls next to us were having a loud
conversation. They chatted for about 10 minutes and then left. | asked the
American student if he understood the conversation, and he said he didn't
understand a single sentence.

It turned out that most of the conversations between the two girls were in
slang, and my student couldn't understand anything because he had never
learned slang before. In fact, young people in Korea use a lot of slang when
talking with friends, and we rarely use it when conversing with foreigners.
So, | remember teaching that student about the most commonly used
Korean slang in the next class.

| have planned this series to help you develop more interest in Korean and
communicate more enjoyable with young people in Korea. Additionally, I've
made sure that you can learn in detail the latest trending slang in Korea,
which you can't find anywhere else. Let's find interest in the Korean
language and make many Korean friends together as you learn Korean
slang with me.

Shall we now dive into the world of Korean slang with me?

Korean Mario
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1. 0. & UIZCH

AWE§@?‘\€

You've probably heard the word 'E 0 '[jjeo reo] a lot in BTS
songs. In English, it means 'dope,’ which carries the
meaning of 'awesome’ or 'amazing.’ Since the 2010, it has
become a common slang among the younger generation. The
base form is "EL,' and it transforms into variations like
'MO|' and 'MLCL.' Recently, the slang '& O[XLCH[pom
michotta] is more commonly used than 'Z0{.' In English, it
can be translated as 'look crazy.'

For example, when someone's face or style looks incredibly
cool, we can say '= O|NLC}."

Examples:

1. O1HI mHE] 2K BA01!

"Yesterday's party was totally awesome!"

2. 01H? LI & EXI?

"What do you think? Am | cool?"

3.2t 2= & UIACH

"Wow, you are on fire today"

U, ot 8= & UI%CH

"Wow, Jungkook was on fire!"
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2. 2UME, OFME, EE
A E 'f

'@l M}'[inssa] means 'insider' in English. It's a Konglish expression
describing someone who actively participates within their group,
is outgoing, and has good social skills. In the end, it refers to a
person who gets along well with others and has many friends. On
the contrary, someone who lacks friends, dislikes socializing, and
prefers to be alone is called 'OfM}'[Assal, which is a shortened
form of the English word 'outsider.’

Additionally, a person who is introverted, dislikes socializing, and
tends to be alone is called 'Y }'[jjinttal, which comes from the
English word 'nerd.’ For example, you can use the term 'HI}' to
describe someone who always stays at home playing games and
has a messy appearance.”

Examples:

1. ZHe 2T ARIOF. Z22H A1 EIL7E SOH

"That person is a total insider. That's why he has a lot of friends!"

2. Li= OMMISEM THEY X &30,

"I'ma homebody, so | eat alone every day..."

3. OiXtE2 Tk 7SS & &010H.
"Girls really dislike nerdy guys."

U. OIS OFH UMIZE E £+ ASNM7?

"What can | do to fit in?"
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3. &. gEIt

'M'[some] is a slang term derived from the English word
'Something,’ which means 'not definite' or 'uncertain.’ In the
context of relationships, it refers to the emotions or the process
between a man and a woman who are interested in each other
but are not officially dating yet. The term is often used to
describe the period before officially becoming a couple.

When combined with the verb 'ElC|'[tada], it forms the
expression 'Y= ELC},' which means to be in a 'something’
relationship. A guy experiencing '%' is called 'Y '[some nam],

and a girl in a similar situation is called '} 4 '[some nyeo].

For example, if you have a crush on someone, you might tell your
friends, 'Lt 2F M4 MZAO'(1 have a 'Y’ girl these days),
indicating that you're in an uncertain romantic situation with
someone you're interested in.

Examples:

Q& dEl= AFE 21017

"Do you have someone you're interested in these days?"

2. 25 @H0IZ 71501 0.

"I'm chatting with a guy I'm interested in on KakaoTalk these days."

3. 2dl= A= AROI7F OFLIOF. Z1'F EOIO0H

Y

"We're not officially dating. It's just a 'some'!"

.LIZ= 847} AU oW FZICL

"l wish | also had a girl I'm interested in."
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HOI=. =

LA

'70' as a noun means 'dog,’ but as an adverb, it is used in the sense
of really or 'very.' On the other hand, '0|S' translates to 'benefit’
or 'gain' in English. Therefore, the combination '7HO|5'[gae i deug]
can be understood as 'really good benefit' in English. For instance,
when we get something for free or buy an item at an exceptionally
low price, we might say '7O|S.' Additionally, when '7H' is combined
with the word for honey ('='), it becomes '7H=.'[gae ggul] This
term is used when something, such as a situation or experience, is as
sweet as honey. In English, it can be translated as 'very sweet.’

For example, if you're taking a break at work because there are no
customers, you could say it's '/l{=."

Examples:

1. LF Z0il A 2 =5101. 7HOIS

"l found 10,000 won on the street. What a huge gam!"

2ASdAE 7HOISO0IO0H

"Buy-one-get-one-free is a huge gainl."

3. 2= Al &8 JZ012101!

"Today’s test was totally easy."

U, TOIE Ht TIMt 7H=ZO0I0F. L= OHEH

"Working at a convenient store is a total joy! Give it a try"
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"AM 't ssib] is a Korean term derived from combining '&LC}'
(read) and 'YL} (ignore). In English, it translates to 'read and
ignore.’ This expression is commonly used when someone reads
your message (indicated by the 1 disappearing on KakaoTalk) but
doesn't respond. So, '&%' is the act of reading a message and
intentionally ignoring it.

More over, '2%'[son jol] can be used both as a noun and a verb.
As a noun, it refers to cutting ties with someone, whether it be a
friend, family member, or acquaintance, and not contacting them
again. As a verb, '&=7G}L}' means to cut ties with someone.

For instance, if you have a disagreement with a friend and decide
to block their number, you can say you '&=H3 ' (cut ties) with
that friend.

Examples:

1. "7k & HEH01. 01007

"My 'some' girl ignored my message again. What should | do?"

2.4 3%¥& & 0K OH

"You don' t read and ignore my message!"

3. L 2 LT &E:UO01.
"l cut ties with that friend."

U. & 01TI0IE BIOIXIXIOIKE E& O,

"| cut ties with my ex-girlfriend right after we broke up."
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6. CEI2CH ZE Ul

BULCN
®uUl

The phrase '"SEI2LC|'[[hyeon ta o da] can be expressed as 'burn
out is came.' For example, if you've worked hard at a company for
ten years, but your salary remains the same, you might feel
depressed. In that situation, you can say '®1E}2LC}'[hyeon ta on
da] to express the feeling of burnout.

More over, 'Z2tL|'[king ban ne] is a colloquial expression that
emphasizes '@ 2L} (angry). It's used when you are extremely
annoyed or angry.

For instance, if someone curses at you on the street, you can say
'ZI8H]" to convey your frustration.”

Examples:

1. Q& Q2|11 THE 2OHA LS SEF 2CH

"1 am burning out as | work every day without taking a break these days."

2. S0l =0l OtLIZ iUl SIEt 2Chrr

"There's not a single penny in my bank account. I'm so depressed."

3. OF OIAI 22101, ZEHUII

"Ah, | messed up this exam. So frustrating!"

U e 847i=U t ZdHMH ZEUL..

"That person is good-looking, but | feel frustrated because I'm not attractive."
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favorite

'X|OH'[chui ae] means 'ultimate favorite' or 'most loved.' In
English, it's often translated as 'bias.' Recently, with the rise of
Korean idols, the term 'Z|0l' has become popular, especially when
referring to a favorite member of an idol group. When fans
continuously watch videos of their favorite idols on platforms like
YouTube and engage in activities expressing their admiration, it's
called "= & '[duk jil] in Korean.

Furthermore, when someone starts to develop a strong liking for a
particular idol, we say they are ' ='[ib duk] (become a fan). On
the other hand, if someone falls out of favor with an idol they
previously liked, the term 'E = '[tal duk] is used to express the

act of no longer being a fan.

Examples:

1. 2& ZI0H7I =017

"Who is your current bias these days?"

2. BTSOIM Ml ZloH= E=0101L.

"In BTS, my favorite is Jungkook."

3. Xl Zl0l= OF0l=E S§Eolo 2.

"My hobby is being a fan of idols."

U He 2F SHEI0 fY%0i2.

"l recently became a fan of BLACKPINK."
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'L}2H'[na rak] is another expression for hell. It is commonly used to
depict a situation where someone has committed a wrongdoing, and
public opinion has plummeted. It can be used with verbs such as 'O|
C}'(to be) or '7tC} (to go), like 'LIEHO|CHor'LIEFZICE." For instance,
if a famous celebrity in Korea is reported to have engaged in
violence during their school days, the public may turn against them,
and they may no longer be able to continue their entertainment
career. In such a situation, we would say, 'LIZIZICl' (he fell into
hell)'. On the other hand, '=Z!"' is another expression for heaven.
For example, when someone's life or situation is extremely happy, it

can be described as '=Z!'[geung rak].

For example, when we watch a fancam of a very beautiful and

handsome idol and feel extremely happy, we can express it as '= ="',

Examples:

1. &5 A& B0 2 LIEOIOE.

"If you fail the college entrance exam, it feels like a complete downfall."

2. 25 OI0IE2 YZIE MXIZM HIZ LISFE7H0L.

"These days, if idols commit a crime, they will immediately fall to hell."

3. £ SECIM S5 711 2ICH~
"l want to win the lottery and experience extreme happiness~"

U, ZItkZ=0l &2l o1 ZECHet=0l TR 31012101,

"l went on a trip to Bali last week, and it was truly paradise."
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'Z M '[ggul jam] is a combination of the words '='(honey) and
'interesting,’ and it can be translated into English as 'very
interesting.’ It is used to express that something is not only
interesting but also sweet and enjoyable. When a movie or game
is very entertaining, we can say it's '= ™ '(very interesting). On
the contrary, when something is extremely dull or uninteresting,
the term '=™' (no+™, meaning 'no interesting') is used. '= ™"
can also be applied to people.

For instance, if someone is quiet and not amusing, you might say
they are ''= ™' (not interesting) to be around."

Examples:

1. O Al L ZTOIOF. e OHYH

"This game is so much fun. Give it a try!"

2.2t=01 28 1R ZFoiul!

"Studying Korean is so much fun!"

3. 2 Ao TIRE =olok. Z0H X1 Tt

"That movie is seriously not fun. Absolutely don't watch it."

U, 3 TI3E E-0I2HA1 OIXHEHEI 217171 §101.

"That friend is not fun, so he's not popular with girls."
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10. 200, 8%

e O
Q 90
) ®

eh ]

el [ggon dae] is a slang term used to criticize authoritative
figures or elders who exhibit a conservative or rigid mindset. In
English, it can be translated as 'old fogey'. It is used to describe
someone who doesn't listen to the opinions of others, insists on
their own ideas, and dominates the conversation.

eh]

'E%'[tul ddak] is a similar expression to '22LCH' but is more
commonly used nowadays. '==' refers to the sound of dentures
hitting each other, implying that the person is so old that they
use dentures. It conveys the idea of being set in one's ways due

to age.

For example, if a boss in a company only expresses their own
opinions without considering the opinions of other employees, you
could criticize them by calling them '2Cl' or 'S %}."

Examples:

1. 93| Sl HuLle 1S ZCHOE.

"Our homeroom teacher is too old-fashioned."

2. Me 2l &2 AlgSS &0l

"I don't like people who are too conservative."

3. SYME BS0HK UH

"Don't behave like a old fogey!"

U, 22l AFde2 HE SH0I0I2

"Our boss is too much of an old fogey"
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